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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



June, 



ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN PEACE 
SOCIETY. 
The Sixty-Ninth Annual Meeting of the American 
Peace Society was held in Pilgrim Hall, Congregational 
House, Boston, Wednesday, May 12th, at 2.30 P. M. 

In the absence of the President, Hon. Robert Treat 
Paine, who was kept away by illness, Rev. S. Hopkins 
Emery, of Taunton, one of the vice-presidents of the 
Society, was called to the chair. 

Rev. S. C. Bushnell of Arlington invoked the divine 
blessing upon the Society, its officers and its work. Miss 
Georgia B. Birdsall was chosen secretary for the meeting, 
and the records of last year's meeting were read and 
approved. 

The General Secretary reported that all the officers and 
members of the Board of Directors chosen last year had 
accepted their appointments, except one. 

The Executive Committee reported that the treasurer's 
report of last year, which had been referred to it, had 
been audited, approved and placed on file. 

Rev. J. H. Allen, Mr. L. H. Pillsbury and Rev. S. C. 
Bushnell were appointed a committee to bring forward 
names of officers to serve for the coming year. 
. The treasurer's report was then presented. The Audi- 
tor, William E. Sheldon, reported that he had examined 
the treasurer's accounts and found them correctly kept 
with proper vouchers for all money paid out. The re- 
port of the treasurer was then read and approved. It 
showed that the sum of $6596.78 had been received 
during the year, and $6287.41 expended, a balance of 
$309.37 remaining in the hands of the treasurer, with 
unpaid accounts against the Society amounting to 
$1270.60. 

Secretary Trueblood explained that the income of the 
permanent fund had been about one thousand dollars less 
than the preceding year. A part of this had been made 
up by special contributions recently received, but not 
enough had been received to close the year free of debt. 
The demands made upon the Society during the year, 
on account of the unusual interest in the subject of arbi- 
tration, had made it impossible to lessen the expenses, 
especially in connection with the publication and distri- 
bution of the Advocate op Peace, without real detriment 
to the cause. A larger income, he said, would be needed 
hereafter in order properly to carry out the growing work 
of the Society. 

Rev. Dr. L. H. Angier expressed his high appreciation 
of the Advocate of Peace, «f the way in which it was 
kept fresh and up to the times, and his hope that it 
might not have to be cut down either in size or number of 
copies issued. The Society ought, he said, to keep up with 
the times and with the increasing demands made upon it. 
The Report of the Directors was then read by the 
General Secretary. It was listened to with expressions 



of sincere interest and hearty approval. Discussion 
followed which was participated in by the Chairman, Mr. 
Emery, by Hon. Amos Perry of Providence, R. I., and 
by Rev. C. B. Smith. All of these gentlemen had been 
interested in the peace cause and watched its progress 
for over sixty years and well remembered the founder of 
the Society, William Ladd, and the intelligence and zeal 
with which he had devoted himself to the cause. 

The Report was accepted and approved and ordered to 
be printed in the Advocate of Peace. (The Report is 
given in full below.) 

The following resolutions submitted by Rev. Charles 
G. Ames were then unanimously passed : 

Resolved, That while, to our deep grief and shame, 
the Treaty of Arbitration with Great Britain has failed 
of ratification in our own Senate for lack of a two-thirds 
vo'e, we yet find abundant cause of gratitude and hope 
in the fact, which public demonstrations have made 
clearly manifest, that the policy of arbitration has met 
with an enthusiastic popular ratiflcation in both countries. 

Resolved, That the citizens of this republic should ever 
hold in honor their own statesmen by whom the Treaty 
was negotiated, the incoming President whose first mes- 
sage urged its prompt ratification and all those Senators 
whose voices have been heard unequivocally in its favor. 

Resolved, That as the rising demand for the settlement 
of international difficulties by definite judical provisions 
proceeds from the conscience and reason of mankind we 
have no fear that it can ever be silenced by the clamors 
of passion, the machinations of selfishness or the brutal 
traditions which keep the war spirit alive. 

The committee to nominate officers then made their 
report. The report was accepted and adopted by a 
unanimous vote. (For the list see page 122.) 

Secretary Trueblood read a letter from Rev. Howard 
C. Dunham, a former General Secretary of the Society, 
in which he expressed regrets that his age and enfeebled 
health did not permit him to be present, though his 
interest in the cause and his faith in its ultimate triumph 
were as great as ever. Mr. L. H. Pillsbury of Derry, 
N. H., a former agent of the Society, alluded to the valu- 
able services of Mr. Dunham in other years when the 
cause had much less popular sympathy than at the pres- 
ent time. The Secretary was instructed to convey to 
Mr. Dunham an expression of the sincere appreciation 
and sympathy of the meeting. 

The Chairman of the meeting proposed that the Secre- 
tary also be instructed to convey to the President of the 
Society, Mr. Paine, the regrets of the members present 
at his inability to be present and their heartfelt sympathy 
with him in his recent bereavement. The proposition met 
with a cordial and unanimous response and the Secretary 
was so instructed. 

After interesting remarks oy George Foster of Wester- 
ly, R. I., who stated that he had come to Boston to 
attend a peace meeting over sixty-five years ago when 
there were no railroads, the meeting adjourned. 



